A. M. Grimes: 

Country readier and Itinerant Minister 

By Berlin B. Chapman 

I N Appalachia, as in mos, of America, ministers of the BOSDe , 
operating from villages exercised great influence on populace 
hut few kept full records of experience and service They » 
doors of the word, seldom scribes of it. Those who pursue history of 
ministry in West Virginia always will be indebted to Rey Addison 
McLaughlin Grimes, a typical Methodist Episcopal preacher who 
kept a minute record from 1895-1920. 

Grimes was licensed to preach at Fairvicw Methodist Church 
m Webster County. He served fifteen charges. He listed dates, ad¬ 
dresses. names and dates of those whose marriage service he per¬ 
formed. Of those whose funerals he held, he cited text of scripture 
used He delivered sermons, recording for same the date, text, sub- 
sv*. pLuc and remarks. Moreover, he continued the record after 
retirement, and on his 100th birthday delivered a sermon in Fair- 


Grimes record is a valuable case study. To know well how 
v.- operated at the turn of the twentieth century is to know much 
services of his colleagues in related denominations. Hence it 
•wily important to study the ministerial record, but to know 
about the man who kept it. 

He » j» b,»rn in Webster County, July 4. 1863. an event coin- 
wrr, the fourth and final day of the Battle of Gettysburg. He 
f-r.il schools in terms of about four months On July 21. 
* s f S Coulter baptized Grimes by sprinkling. In 1882- 
14 hr ftiiradctj the seminary later known as West Virginia Wesleyan 
a student, he largely was self-educated. He he- 
*’ f hr sciret u# scholarship is serious and prolonged self- 
Hy ||iia| hr held a teacher s certificate. "Grade No One.” 

by Webster County, based on written esamma- 
Me * *■' t«rm% of uHooJ in tin k *nt>. term bemg 

to IMs he kept fOT **** 
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A. M. Grimes 


,,„s was a great day for both old and youne |, 
larges' ‘•rowd ever to assemble at the church. P eop 1 c c 
quite “ distance in sleds, wagons. buggies, on horseback ■ 

on ' 0,1 ,nlk abou * [ ood - they certainly had ii ' 

IVduai.on was on one of the most beautiful autumn d-> 
Why the enthusiasm? Because the good people of the c 
had something to look forward to. No lad of ten would 
forgotten that day. 

In listing young men who went out from the church 
Miller said: “First was A. M. Grimes who at the 3rd Qi 
fcrcncc in May. 1895, was licensed to preach." The rec< 
wars is best read in the table of figures he kept. On it 
he wrote: "I am sorry in my heart that results are so r 
humiliating these meager results! But for all this 1 n 
mto judgment. The Blood! The Blood! Is all my plea 
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Kir a ma" ,hrou ghout all clcrnily. Friday, Oc t „hor ,„ 
h City. Tylc f County. West Virginia.” 4> *921, 


IjUI* 1 ' 

Hem* 

In retirement of more than 40 years. Grimes would in 
. 1[N serve the ministry. He had not finished his course h S ° mC 
that he had fought a good fight, but he had kept’ 

I .n.timctic of religion --meager results" always had a plac^ Whe„ 

" , „rd w« on earth He spoke of highways and hedges o^on 
.heep. *1X1 of a " aln mcnt when "two or three" hi , 

r'.-tlo-ers were gathered together. Certainly, no M e,hodi s , ™ 
rente would contend that the best ministerial service is always ocr 
^nned in the largest churches. 

the circuit rider, like the country doctor, was devoted to his 
- v*. almost to companionship. Grimes, equipped with saddlebags 
M legging', was photographed on “Mat,” his favorite mount, April 
I". 1903 He wrote: “ 'Mat* and I starting from Fayetteville to make 
appointments at Cirtsville and Bethel, a distance of 20 to 25 
pdes Oh. the mud to Oak Hill.” He noted “the beautiful, sunshiny 
morning”.* 


In 1911. Grimes and Miss America M. Miller were married 
gad the> became parents of children, Abraham, Sarah and Mary. 
Mr. married Regis D. Connell, and it was with Connells in Fair- 
•s n» that Grimes made his home after the death of his wife. 


Or June H, 1962, the annual Methodist Conference was in ses- 
w - it Bu<.kh.innon. "The Informant," official publication, reported: 

A highlight of each annual conference session is the Retired 
W rr. Banquet and the selection of a retired minister to he 
by ...session of the ( onferencc Cane. The cane has been 
jm r f retired ministers since IK97. It usually is awarded to 
•t•• >ing minister or the minister with the greatest number of 

mn at service 


tv Ur, Addison M (mmet, present cane-holder, is past 
'*'* >4 nr He envoys g«»«id health and plans to go right 

*• i «•* '.ry rn-rk In the acceptance speech, when presented 

i •- •« B'-har t.rime* spoke with vigor and enthusiasm. It »as 

"*■ -m a ill m m« tiroM the years and visualize circuit riders 
• « m they evangelized the frontier settlements 
*■» *M Mrslsaaltsen Ken* 

far lines hrsarnc • centenarian ihc Flirmont press hailed 
w • 1 «dfd , ui/rn. aod family ami friends celebrated the oc- 

»* w-Ad • n. •• reporter. ”1 am proud of the cane but. <*f 
I m< 4 o' lie asltkd a bit of philsHzphy Always be 
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ind profitably employed- Idleness is the devil's work, h 
^.‘ unhappy or down in .he dumps, jus, do something nice a „“ 
you will feel » whole lol better. 

Under date of July 4. 1963. Grimes wrote.- "My 100, h birthday 
Preached a, Diamond Street Church to a full house (252). 'Seek y. 
the Lord While He may be found (Isaiah 55:6).' Never had f iner 
freedom and liberty in speech. To God be ail the glory." i n Ju|y 
Grime*, delivered four sermons. 

During the centennial year of West Virginia, 1963, a special 
program was held at Fairview Methodist Church at which the histor 
vf the institution was reviewed. Grimes participated in the program 
\ F. Gregors reported: "More than 100 people were on the ground 
made up of both present and former residents of the community and 
ranging in age from 100 to mere babes in arms.” “The Webste 
Echo " on Scplembcr 25. 1963, carried a photo of charter members 
pre^tr They were Grimes. Mrs. Nancy H. Hamrick and Calvin 
H Brady Gnmcs wrote. "I, was a great experience to be present 
homecoming, not soon to be forgotten.” 

LTi!' hC 1Me,hodis ' Conference a message: "I 

•"-■oi „ for someone else to cn ™- * WO - Vears and ?ladly 

**<<** h tt J0I binhdas ># Ht d>Cd JunC I5 ’ or 19 days 


